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Presiding Officer: Jim Kent, Chair

Supervisors Present: Matt Williams (Via Zoom), Don Schwerin

Supervisors absent: Rhonda Gothberg, Jesse McCaw

Other Agencies: Bryce Krueger, NRCS, Rachel Wieme, WSU-Ext, Jennie Weathered, ECY
Also present: Annie Byerley, Jenny Freer, Nells Hannah, Brandon Panensky

Members of the Public: None

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Jim Kent.

Kent invited the public to comment. There were none.

Minutes: The Board reviewed the May 11t board meeting minutes. Motion by Don
Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve the May 11 board minutes as

presented, no discussion, motion passed.

Financial Reports: The board reviewed the May Financial Reports. Motion by Don
Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to pay the bills, motion passed.

As of this date June 8th 2026 the Board reviewed the May financial reports with
no further discussion: Checks 15378 to 15392 and 9 EFTs, revenues
$195,167.27 and expenses $401,205.83; total of bank accounts $107,109.52.

{Total Matches Springbrook)

New Business:

1. Partner Updates: Wieme, WSU-Ext; shared that it is field day season and June is
highlighting wheat variety testing plots. Walla Walla’s plot was shared on June 5.
Field trials are continuing. Morgan Menaker has taken over Whitman County.
Krueger, NRCS; shared that there are a lot of weeds out in the fields right now. Staff
is currently working on CSP and three biochar projects have been approved. Byerley,
on behalf of SCC. shared that Tami Stubbs gave us a shout out about turning in our
Annual Plan of work on time. The SCC is requesting public comment as they begin
the rulemaking process for election changes. NRCS has announced their New
Framework for Migratory Big Game Conservation. The Nation Fish and Wildlife
Foundation has announced their RFP. Weathered, ECY; shared that the Ecology
technical and financial assistance letters will be going out by the end of the month.
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Templates of these letters and the general postcards that are going to those in the
Dry Creek drainage and HUC 10 watershed. Funding for ECY Water Quality Grant is
open from 07 /22 to 09/22.

2. Request to Approve New Projects:

a. SCC Forest Health and Community Wildfire Resiliency: Byerley shared
that a request has been made for $31k to continue the partnership between
Fire District 4 and the DOC work crews. WWCCD was awarded 60% of the ask
for about $18,600. This funding will afford three months’ worth of work
starting July 1, 2026.

Motion by Don Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve the Forest
Health Funds from the SCC for Forest Health thinning, as presented: motion
passed.

b. DNR Forest Thinning: Byerley is hoping to pursue funds through DNR to
continue the partnership with Fire District 4 and the DOC Work Crews for after
the SCC funding runs out. Max ask is 40k but may be slightly higher. This
would be for September 26 through June 2027.

Motion by Matt Williams and second by Don Schwerin to approve applying for
funding through DNR, as presented: motion passed.

c. Pacific Power Education Grant: Byerley shared on behalf of Crowley The
Pacific Power Foundation has a grant available for Environmental Respect. The
ask would be for 5k to conduct outreach and education within the county to
promote native gardens, natural resource stewardship, and water usage. The
timeline for this grant is one year.

Motion by Matt Williams and second by Don Schwerin to approve applying for
funds through the Pacific Power Foundation; as presented: motion passed.

d. VSP Budget Adjustment: Freer shared on behalf of VSP that a request is
being made to move 10k from the operating budgets salaries and benefits line
to the cost share line. This request is being made because only one VSP project
was moved forward during the competitive funding round and the district
would like to use inhouse funds for the remaining cost share projects.

Motion by Don Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve revising the
VSP operating budget, as presented: motion passed.

3. Request to Approve Addendums for IMP and CREP: Freer shared the addendums
for FY 27 funding from the SCC. The addendum is based on previous tasks with
adjustments made to expected potential funding amounts.
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Motion by Don Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve the FY27
addendums through the SCC, as presented: motion passed.

4. Request to Approve the Change Order for Touchet RM 42: Byerley shared that
due to flooding and additional funding, the contractor has made a change order
request to show the increase in work that needs to be completed.

Motion by Don Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve change order
#1 to the Triple River Contract, as presented: motion passed.

5. Request to Approve Placing Grace Cooper onto On-Call Status: Freer shared that
Cooper is available to help the new VSP coordinator but not at a full-time level. The
district would like to keep Cooper on the payroll as her expertise is needed.

Motion by Don Schwerin and second by Matt Williams to approve moving Grace
Copper to on-call status, as presented: motion passed.

6. Self-Evaluation of the Board: Freer explained that as part of our CAPP
requirements for funding from the SCC the board must do a self-evaluation each
year. This is where the board discussed successes and opportunities. A detailed
pamphlet was given to each board member to prepare for next year’s evaluation. At
this time the board feels they are doing well.

7. Rotation of the Board: Freer explained that each year the board rotates up one. For
the upcoming FY 27:

Don Schwerin, Chair;

Jesse McCaw, Vice Chair;
Matt Williams, Secretary;
Rhonda Gothberg, Treasurer;
Jim Kent, Supervisor

8. Soil Health Brainstorming: Byerley introduced Wieme and asked that current trials
be shared with the group. Potential funding sources were shared by Weathered at
ECY. Some options that were shared from Weathered were: Conservation tillage for 3
years and must be a brand-new conversion to these techniques, Cover crops up to
100 acres per producer at $70 an acre for 3 years, and demonstration projects that
are outside the box but have the ability to protect water quality. Other discussions
were held around outreach and data along with a way for producers to share their
successful wins.

Program Updates:
A.)District Operations: Byerley shared a copy of the district operations report which
summarizes the above projects along with upcoming trainings and partner meetings.
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Meeting adjourned without a formal motion at 6:57 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

/
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Jenny Fréer

District Staff \J / Board member

Next meeting: Monday, July 13, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Motions:

To approve the May 11th meeting minutes as written

To review the May Financial Reports and approve paying the bills, as presented

To approve apply for Forest Health funds, as presented

To approve applying for DNR Forest Thinning funds, as presented

To approve applying for education grant through Pacific Power, as presented

To approve the VSP Operating Budget adjustment, as presented

To approve Addendums for CREP and IMP FY27, as presented

To approve Change Order #1 for Touchet 42, as presented

To approve making G. Cooper to On-Call Status, as presented
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Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Williams
Second: Schwerin
Motion passed

Motion: Williams
Second: Schwerin
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed

Motion: Schwerin
Second: Williams
Motion passed
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