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David Talkington, TSS
Ryan Rea, Ag. Community
Phil Neumann, Mainstem Malt				
[bookmark: _Hlk200633395]Judith Johnson, Kooskooskie Commons 
Dana Sheedy, CTUIR
Jackie McCool, WDFW
Randy Bright, Ag.  Community


[bookmark: _Hlk200633673]Absent: 

Brian Burns, TSS; Lindsey Williams, WWCC 


Also present: Don Schwerin, Supervisor of WWCCD; Grace Cooper, Annie Byerley, Nells Hannah and Jenny Freer of WWCCD. Roman Rangel, Walla Walla Community Development, Alan Raeder, WWCC

The meeting began with welcome and introductions.

New or interested work group members: None at this time.

Meeting paused at this time for a request of public comments. There were none. 

Approval of meeting minutes: After review, Talkington motioned and Johnson seconded to approve the April 2026 minutes as presented; motion passed. 

Action Items:
· Request to change VSP Operating budget
· Only one of the previous approved projects were funded during the VSP competitive funding. The district has found a way to fund the remaining projects in-house using VSP operating funds and another state program; NRI. This request is to move 10k from salaries and benefits into the cost share pot. This reduction will not affect current staffing and leaves 6k to do future projects.

Neumann motioned and Talkington seconded to approve the VSP operating budget changes, as presented; motion passed. 

· Request to approve Walla Walla County VSP Work Group Bylaws
· Freer explained that these bylaws follow what we are currently doing it just allows for guidance to future VSP coordinators or work group members. Talkington would like to have verbiage on new members approve with current voting work group members approval.

Talkington motioned and Johnson seconded to approve the VSP Work Group bylaws, with additional language for voting members approval of new members; motion passed

Program Updates:

· Funded Projects:
· Valley Grove Rd Flow Meters- Two flow meters were approved for funding through the VSP Capital Competitive funds for 12k.
· HWY 125 Well Flow Meter- One flow meter for a total of $4,200 will be funded through VSP operating funds under the cost share budget line.
· Mission Rd Flow Meter and VFD- One flow meter and one VFD for a total project cost of 28k will be funded through two SCC funding agencies. The Meter (3k) is through VSP operating and the VFD ($20,800) though NRI.
· Prescott Stockwater Well- Stockwater well and watering facility for a total 36k. 3k will come from VSP Capital funds already secured, 27.6k from VSP operating, and 3k for cultural resources VSP Capital.
· 
· 10-year Technical Panel Review Comments, County Response: WDFW, WSDA, Dept. of Ecology, and the SCC reviewed the VSP 10-year report and made comments. The focus for all departments was how does the report relate to the functions and values of the critical areas. The results were that WDFW, Ecology, and WSDA all rated the report with Met and Mostly Met. The SCC comments were Mostly Met for both the Protection and Enhancement categories. Our County response was also shared thanking the reviewers for their time and suggested improvements.

Partner Updates: 

Rea: shared that more rain and lower temps are needed and expect earlier harvests.

McCool: shared to be on the lookout for stranded fish. If seen or found please reach out to Jackie at WDFW. A new Bio 2 position just posted for the Walla Walla and surrounding areas.

Talkington: Gose street project is progressing slowly. The Bridge-to-Bridge project has hired a contractor. Tri-State Steelheaders is also hiring for an educator position. Kids fishing day is Saturday June 6th starting at 8am and it is also no-license required weekend.

Byerley: shared that WWCCD hired two new employees and that we have two instream projects happening this summer.

Johnson: Kooskooskie’s urban project is finished and a streambank stabilization project is coming up.

Sheedy: shared that Oregon projects are on schedule and under budget. Currently there are four projects in construction and two in design.

Schwerin: feels that they dodged the May heat and surface water is declining.

Neumann: let the group know that the project is moving forward in Dayton. Construction documentation is complete and getting ready to go out to bid. Planning to break ground in the Fall.
Bright: Walshe Creek has water currently and the culvert replacement project was successful. First phase mortality rate was great; second phase did not hold up well.

Rangel: shared that Melissa has been named director. Currently looking for wetland training and updating GIS to add well information.

Raeder: Graduation ceremony coming up with seven grads for the Ag’s bachelor program. The direct seed conference is being at the community college this summer.



The meeting was unofficially adjourned at 5:45pm.


Respectfully submitted, 



	
Jenny Freer						Work Group Member				
WWCCD								
					Next meeting: September 8, 2026 at 4 pm
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