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David Talkington, TSS 
[bookmark: _Hlk200633395]Judith Johnson, Kooskooskie Commons 
Dana Sheedy, CTUIR
Jackie McCool, WDFW
Randy Bright, Ag.  Community


[bookmark: _Hlk200633673]Absent: 

Brian Burns, TSS; Lindsey Williams, WWCC; Ryan Rea, Ag. Community;
Phil Neumann, Mainstem Malt 


Also present: Annie Byerley, Nells Hannah and Jenny Freer of WWCCD. Roman Rangel, Walla Walla Community Development

The meeting began with welcome and introductions.

New or interested work group members: None at this time.

Meeting paused at this time for a request of public comments. There were none. 

There was not a Quorum so no actions were taken

Discussion Items:
· Request to change VSP Operating budget
· The operating budget was previously approved to move 10k from Salaries and Benefits to Cost Share so that more VSP projects could be funded. This discussion was centered around moving another 10k from Salaries and Benefits to Cost Share as four more projects have come up from landowners. This process also follows up on the SCC’s email stating they were worried that WWCCD would not be able to utilize all of their funds by the biennium end.

· Request to change monitoring guide and protocols
· Minor updates meant to streamline data gathering and reporting. These items include updating monitoring guide to align with updated work plan table 5-1; For wetlands use updated County Wetland GIS layer and monitor by acres instead of shapes; Audit Fish Screens and Flows Meters by property/parcel and ask about all fish screens and flow meters on the property. Nells questioned whether when developing a Flood Plains Protocol if he should solely use FEMA maps or add additional area with vegetation cover i.e. RiverScapes Data Set. 


Program Updates:

· 10-year Technical Panel Meeting- Nells and Annie attended the State Advisory Committee and they praised the clarity and depth of the 5-year plan. Recommended that WWCCD continue the VSP program to the Director of the SCC. The Technical Panel made a note that they wanted to rework plans to provide more monitoring tools and assistance and help counties determine more about baseline conditions. Voluntary adaptive management and work plan revisions were sent out in an email on 07/31 stating that there are known concerns; one being Acres of Riparian Buffers and the second being Acres of Wetland Decreases. 
· SCC Director Determination- The Director of the SCC sent a determination letter on August 19 to continue the VSP program in Walla Walla County. “Walla Walla County continues to be one of the state’s top VSP practitioners when it comes to incorporating voluntary adaptive management processes and effectively identifying and implementing impactful conservation tools to support critical areas, especially FWHCAs and CARAs.” “There are three areas where the local program can strengthen its approaches to critical area protection and monitoring. 
· Work to develop more targets for protection and/or enhancement for wetlands and for frequently flooded areas, as appropriate.  
· Pursue more intercounty collaborations for monitoring upland shrub steppe habitat. 
· Provide more information on BMPs that have been implemented and subsequently impacted critical areas going back to the program’s baseline year of 2011.”
· “Thresholds for critical areas protection, including those for voluntary adaptive management triggers, should be re-evaluated and considered for removal from the work plan as part of a voluntary adaptive management process. Allowing certain levels of critical area losses before corrective actions are necessary is not how the program defines protection in statute. The county should consider working with the Technical Panel to address this component of the current work plan.” 
· Summer Monitoring Update- Wetland Inventory Audit- 79/100 shapes or riverine habitat- 203-260 acres have been reviewed. Fish Screens and Flow Meter Audit revealed that 35/46 are still working. Fish Passage Barriers; seven have been reviewed so far out of the ten minimum with the remaining three having access affected by the Paradise Fire road closures. Ag Activity in Mule Deer; WWCCD has landowner responses for 5,710 acres so far.
· SCC VSP Site Visit- Up to six technical panel and SCC members will be visiting Walla Walla for VSP site visits on September 29th. Suggested sites are a Flow Meter Site, Riparian Site, and Touchet 35 Construction site.


Project Updates: 
· Dry Creek Meters, Screens, and VFDs- In Progress
· S. Fork Russell Creek Reseeding- Completed
· Yellowhawk Creek Meter- Completed
· Dry Creek Deep Well & Flowmeter- Completed
· Stock Water Well- In Progress
· Mission Rd Flow Meter & VFD- In Progress
· HWY 125 Well Flow Meter- In Progress

Partner Updates: 

McCool: shared that she will be in attendance for the VSP site visit on September 29th.

Johnson: shared that a project was just completed on reed canary grass control on the West little Walla Walla by putting fabric down as a control for one year. Johnson would like to have further discussion in the future on the 100ft buffer prior to the public meeting on September 16th.

Sheedy: shared that a lot of progress has been made on the inventory of passage barriers and that they completed a reservation project for the first time in 30 plus years.

Bright: Walshe Creek is now dry-upstream neighbor has spring that fills the creek but once irrigation starts the creek drys up. Last year deer starting showing up again after twenty years and there have already been quite a few more spotting this year as well. Weeds are still an issue.

Rangel: shared that the county will be updating GIS layer this month and the CAOs are also being updated. The opportunity may arise to hire another planner for the County.




The meeting was unofficially adjourned at 5:20pm.


Respectfully submitted, 



	
Jenny Freer						Work Group Member				
WWCCD								
					Next meeting: December 2, 2026 at 1 pm
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