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Washington Water Trust

 Non-reqgulatory, nonprofit organization

* Foundedin 1998

 Working to improve and protect stream flows

e Seeking “win-win” solutions through cooperative
partnerships

« Voluntary, market-based transactions

e Funding from private and public sources

* Almost 20 years in the Walla Walla Basin

===

www.WashingtonWaterTrust.org WASWHA%CE;FI?RNUST




Presentation Agenda

Water Law Basics

Water Right Basics

Programs & Resources

Discussion
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Washington Water Law Basics

* Property rights to "use” public resource
* Firstin time, first in right

« b-year "use it or lose it" rule (However, there are 21 exceptions
including when in "Trust")

 All surface and groundwater rights must be permitted except
permit-exempt wells

» Generally new water rights are not available in WA
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What is a Water Right?

* [ egal authorization to beneficially use a
predefined quantity of public water for a
designated purpose over a specified length of
time

* Managed by the Washington Department of
Ecology, locally regulated by Eric Hartwig,
Ecology Water Master

L
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Anatomy of Water Right

« QOriginal name on water right

« Purpose of use

- |nstantaneous quantity (Qi)

« Season of use

- Annual quantity/water duty (Qa)
« Priority date

- Point of diversion (PoD)

- Place of use (PoU)

www.WashingtonWaterTrust.org

Certificate of Water Ri?_;,fht

THIZ 18 TO ©

That by virtue of a deeree of the Superior Court of the State of Washingtom in and for
Falla Walla County — ., made aud enfered on the_ LBSR  day of
Septembar, 1929 o and recorded in Tolume_ af the Superi vurt Jowrnal of said

County af page__ L from whic cree we appeal was faken, and which decree defermined the
# of oll known claimanis o ¢ of the waters of __tha Touohat Hiver
the Walla Walla River
Fu Da SHARP
~Hox @l
Seaside, Oregon R

ia enbitled o wse & pFo sed forth in said decree, and the laws of the State of
Washington, the waters of soid___Touohet Hiver

irrigation of 110.0 mores of land.

aler Lo which said waler right is entitled is limited to the quantily which
ary for the purpase aforesaid and shall not exceed Lo 486

second feef from__ April lst o Sept. 16th gwd 2200 second feef from
Sept. 16th  #o  Aprll 1e%  with fhe following exception:
After all rights soheduled in the above mentioned deoree are filled,
the surplus water is sllotted in the order of priority in smounts
suffioient %o inoreass the pate.to the gquantity allotted for the
poriod from September 1bth to April lek. The %otel diversion shall mot
#xosnd & aore feet per aore for any one year beginning September lG6th.

That the date of priovity of seid water vight s - L9188 ~ ~ ;that

the decree afores ectablishes said right i 55 Forty-one

That the point of diversion of s0id water right is as follows:
The NE} of the Niwf, Seo. 2, Twp. 9 M., Rge 38 E. W. M.

and connot be chamged except as pro Beswion Lows of 1

That poid water right wos adjudged by a b ppurtenant do the followi
deseribed real properiy siluated in e Cvunty, Washingion,
fo-wrif:

Wi of HW: of NE: and Ng of NWi, Seo. B, Twp. @ N., Hge 36 2. W. M.
Also 8% of Sf of Seo, 36, Twp. 10 W,, Fge 35 E, W, M., less Z rod strip
off east side thereof, Also Ni of Sk of said Seo. 35.
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Paper Water vs Wet Water

Your water right is limited to the
] _ NI, w— amount of water that has
i Lo AT historically been put to

That by virtue of a decree of the Superior Court of the State of Washington in and f

Talls Walla County w the_ LO%R. day o

.
as e of the waters of . tha Touahat Hiver
the Walla Walla River

o R i beneficial use.

F. D. SIARP
~Box #1
Seaside, Oregon

T el Do e s the water right valid?

ie limited 1 cantity which 5
id and shall wot e . o ! i

| Sept. 15th ond 24200 et fro : P 7 / ! O
ot L P SID If so, to what extent has it been
AfSOr all rights soheduled 10 the above mentioned dearee sre fillsd, ST Tt g : g AT i I
the surplus water is sllotted in the order of priority in smeunts g g 4 i ; iR
suffioient %o inerease the pate:fo the gquantity allotted for the . Tttt ! 4 s
poriod from September 10th to April lst. The total diversion shall not

M S T et put to beneficial use?

The NE} of the NW}, Sea, 2, Twp, 9 M., Bge 35

| ‘ | How much “wet water”
o “;“3‘ “é.":f :;:l“.‘*ﬁ‘.":?ni'::,”;;'i; :.".:.: :“ i‘f.f'a';u:';hnp | by | ' do you have?

dn_\.nenn‘f. Also Ny of 8% of seid Seo, 35,
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How to Determine if a Water Right is Valid

« (Obtain acopy of all water right documentation
 Review the property deed

e (Obtainrecords of use

« Determineif rightisinterruptible (ask
Watermaster)

 Check with supplier to confirm water delivery and

prior use
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How to Protect Your Water Right

Keep good records!
* Meterrecords
 Pump records
 Cropping/seed receipts
 Photographs of water use
« Affidavits of water use

« Aerial imagery/Google Earth

o Sufficient causes for non-use
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Introducing the Best Kept Secret:
The Trust Water Rights Program
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WA State Trust Water Rights Program

 Hold and protect water rights for future uses while
enhancing stream flows

« Key: Stops the clock and protects water from

relinquishment while benefiting people and the

environment managed by Ecology

 Managed by WA Dept. of Ecology

« Retains priority date(seniority)and all other attributes

« QOffersflexibility: Temporary, permanent, partial, entire
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Top 6 Ways the Trust
Water Rights
Program Can Work
for You

www.WashingtonWaterTrust.org WA\S/{/—&%G}{?EUST



You recently bought property and you're
still figuring out your water rights -

Act now before they're gone!

-
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You're looking to change crops and will be
using less water -

Don't lose it when you're not using it!

-
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You're upgrading to a more efficient
irrigation system -

Protect the "saved” water just in case!

=
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You need a vacation from irrigating -

And who wants to worry about
relinquishment?!

-
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You don't know what you want to do with
your water -

But the clock is still ticking.

www.WashingtonWaterTrust.org WA\S/:/—IA#EGRTCT)EUST



Your water might have instream flow value -
And can help make a difference.

-
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Trust Water Agreements

Restoring Stream Flows,

Respecting Landowners

« Lease - Flexible incentives for temporary trust water =~ ™
« Sale - Fair market value for permanent trust water

e [Donation - Protects beneficial use
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Creative Solutions

 Purchases and leases

 Lateseason

e Shifttolow or noirrigation crop

* Dry-year option agreements

e Source switches

 PODchanges

* |rrigation efficiencies

e Storage release

« (Off-channel storage

 Land conservation - CREP, riparian restoration,
easements
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Need Help?
Not a Problem!

=
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Resources Available to You

« Washington Water Trust (WWT)
 Waterright attorneys and consultants

« Ecology’'s Water Rights Explorer(online)

* Ecology staff and Water Master
« Washington State Water Law: A Primer(online) - i _ o\

e Landowner's Guide to Washington Water Rights (online)

e Local Conservation District
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https://appswr.ecology.wa.gov/waterrighttrackingsystem/WaterRights/default.aspx
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/appswr.ecology.wa.gov/docs/WaterRights/wrwebpdf/landownerguide-2019.pdf

Ouestions?

Sarah Dymecki Tessa Reeder
(5609) 262-8553 (509) 601-8971
sarah@washingtonwatertrust.org tessa@washingtonwatertrust.org
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